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Arrival The school day begins at 7:45 each 
morning. Student arrival time is 7:25 – 7:40 a.m. 
The school opens at 7:25 and supervision begins 
at that time. For safety reasons, please do not 
drop off students before 7:25. Students should 
arrive at school no later than 7:40. The first 
week of school can be a scary time for many kids! 
If your child wants you to walk him/her to the 
classroom for the first day, that will be fine. 
Beginning the second day of school, if your child 
exhibits anxiety about walking to the room alone, 
feel free to leave your child with a staff 
member. This can be a helpful transition for 
students. If your child arrives before 7:40 
beginning August 16th, they will be supervised in 
the cafeteria. We will pick the students up in the 
cafeteria at 7:35 each day.

Allergies Please let Nurse Anna and your 
teacher know of any allergies (food or otherwise) 
your child may have. 



Birthdays - Birthdays will be celebrated with 
students’ names called on morning announcements, students 
receiving birthday bracelets from the office, and students 
being recognized in individual classrooms. Parents may send in 
stickers, pencils, bubbles, crazy straws, etc. for your student 
to pass out to classmates.

Please only send birthday invitations if you are able to 
invite the entire class. Teachers cannot pass out invites 
for birthday parties. The kids will have to put them in 
each other’s backpack. We are not able to have any birthday 
parties at school. 

Backpacks - Please be sure your child brings a regular 
sized backpack to school each day. They will need to carry 
items back and forth between school and home. The backpack 
should be large enough to be able to put their coat, a change 
of clothes, their snack, and their Daily Folder inside.

Breakfast – Breakfast is served everyday between 
7:25a.m. and 7:45a.m. Breakfast cost $1.20. Please refer to 
the website for more specific information.
https://www.allenisd.org/Page/372

https://www.allenisd.org/Page/372


Communication - is extremely important.  
Feel free to contact us whenever you have a 
question, comment, or concern! 
For weekly activities and pictures, please follow 
your teacher’s twitters and the school twitter. 
@JennyAbraham3  (Mrs. Abraham)
@cathyycook (Mrs. Cook)
@miss_gable (Ms Gable)
@miss_heath18 (Miss Heath)
@storyfalcons (Story Elementary)

Conference Time: Our conference time will 
be the best time for us to check our voicemail 
and email. It is also the time we have scheduled 
meetings with parents and other district 
personnel. You will get a schedule within the 
first weeks of school that has our conference 
time listed. Conferences are by appointment. 
You will have the opportunity to sign up for a 
parent conference time in the fall. Our district 
conference day is October 28th. Please feel 
free to email or call us before our conference 
should any questions arise!



Discipline is simple. We work hard as a class to make the classroom a 
positive and safe place for all.  If there is a significant problem with your 
child’s behavior, we will write a note home. Please check and initial your child’s 
Daily  folder each night for important notices and notes from school.
Behavior Expectations

• Follow directions given by any school personnel.
• Be respectful of all people and property.
• Keep hands, feet, and objects to yourself.
• Practice kindness and honesty.
• Be focused on your work and give your best effort.

Individual Reward System
• Falcon Buck
• Treasure pick
• Positive Note home
• Special technology time

Classroom Reward Systems
• Each class will have a fun way of tracking their excellent behavior 

by working together as a class to earn rewards 
Consequences for misbehaviors may include:

•   Verbal Reminder
•    Redirection
•    Signed Folder and Note to Parents
•    Time Owed
•    Loss of Privilege
•    Contact Home via Phone or Email
•    Conference
•    Office Referral

Parents, please note that all extra curricular activities are a privilege and can 
be taken away if there are behavior concerns. This includes parts of or whole 
events. Some of the activities that are included in this, but are not limited to 
are, Field day, assemblies, field trips, talent show, yearbook signing, and class 
parties.



Email Please do not assume an email 
sent to the teacher will be read during 
the school day. We often do not have 
time to read email until the end of the 
day after your student has left. If you 
have any urgent messages please call 
the office (972-727-0570) and the 
office staff will relay the messages to 
us or to your student in a timely 
manner. Thank you!



Folder Check Your child will bring home a 
daily communication folder. A daily behavior 
calendar will be stapled inside the folder. It is 
important for you to check and initial this folder 
daily and remove all contents! 

Field Trips We will be going on 2 field trips 
this year (1 in the Fall and 1 in the Spring). There 
will be more information on destination, price, 
volunteer opportunities, etc. at a later time. 
Volunteers must have a completed background 
check form on file in the office to attend. This 
form can be found on our district’s website. We 
do ask that we make this day special and safe 
for the kindergarteners; therefore, we request 
other arrangements be made for younger 
siblings.



Good-byes We know it can be a difficult to say 
good-bye to your child at the beginning of the 
year. We have found in the past that a quick 
good-bye is often much more beneficial than 
lingering around when you drop them off. We 
promise to take good care of them while they are 
at school. 

Guided Reading Your child will participate in 
Guided Reading instruction beginning the second 
nine week period. The first several weeks of 
school will be used to assess the children in 
order to find their instructional needs and levels. 
Guided Reading instruction consists of working 
with letters and words as well as developing 
reading strategies for reading books 
independently. After working with the teacher, 
your child will have “just right” books in their 
Guided Reading baggie to read each night with 
you at home. As their reading progresses, so will 
the difficulty of their books.



Homework Students will not have traditional 
homework this year. We work very hard at school. 
Their bodies and minds need time to unwind and 
recharge for the next day’s learning.
Students ARE expected to be read to every night 
and then when we start reading groups they will 
be expected to read their guided reading book to 
you! 

Health Student Illness: Please ensure that 
your child is on time and present everyday unless 
he/she is ill or running a fever. A temperature 
must remain within normal range for 24 hours, 
without medication, before the student may 
return to school. 
Notes to document absences: If your child is 
home sick, please call and notify the office 
972.727.0570. Please also remember to send a 
signed and dated note upon your child's return to 
school. Thank you!



Independence is a goal for 
students because it builds self-
esteem and self-
confidence. Kindergarteners are 
very capable of doing many things on 
their own and we encourage them to 
do as much as they can for 
themselves in the classroom.  Please 
work on the following self-help skills 
at home with your child:  zipping, 
tying, buttoning, dressing, etc.

It is also helpful to have your child 
wear velcro shoes until he/she learns 
to tie his/her shoes well. 



Joyful Learning Our goal as your child’s 
teacher is to provide the kind of learning 
environment that he/she not only learns well 
in, but enjoys being in. 

Our school district has very high 
expectations for learning in kindergarten. 
My job is to help your child meet those 
expectations AND make it fun. 

Jackets We will be going outside to play 
for recess, unless it is raining. We go 
outside in the winter if the temperature is 
above 32 degrees. Please label all jackets 
and sweatshirts with your child’s name. This 
will help us return them to the student 
instead of putting them in lost and found. A 
few times a year our lost and found items 
are donated to charity. 



Keep updated by reading the 
Kindergarten newsletter and the 
Storyteller (school newsletter). Both will be 
sent home electronically.  

Kindergarten We will provide a strong 
educational foundation in a nurturing, 
engaging, and challenging environment to 
empower and motivate students to achieve 
their highest potential. We believe that we 
provide a balance between academic and 
social skills to meet the developmental 
needs of each individual student. You will be 
able to access a report card at the end of 
each nine weeks through Skyward to show 
the progress your child is making in 
Kindergarten.



Library Every class will visit the library once a week with their 
teacher. Students will keep these books in their book box to read during 
school. 

Lunch You will receive a copy of our schedule and lunchtime in the fall. 
A school lunch menu can be found on the district website under student 
nutrition. You may use this website to find pricing and menu items online:
https://www.allenisd.org/Page/50169
If your child is not bringing a lunch from home, please prepay in the 

cafeteria for the week or month. If you are unable to go to the 
cafeteria, please send money in an envelope with your child’s name and pin 
number, teacher’s name, and amount inside on the front of the envelope. 
We will have your child take it to the café in the morning. 

Cafeteria Expectations center around respect and safety:
• Walk quietly to and from the cafeteria
• Keep hands, feet and object to self
• Use good table manners
• Do not share food
• Please take what you have ordered during lunch count
• Keep area clean and throw away all of your own trash

There will be  cafeteria monitors are there to help students and maintain 
these expectations. 
Parents who are having lunch with their child may eat on the stage with 
their child only. We ask that parents do not come to school for lunch 
the first week to help the students get adjusted to the routine.
Please check the calendar and/or Storyteller for dates on which visitors 
are not allowed due to state testing or other conflicting activities.

Labeling items – please label your child’s backpack, coats, hats, 
gloves, lunchbox, and anything you send to school. 

https://www.allenisd.org/Page/50169


Medicine If your child takes any 
medication, it must be taken to the clinic 
where you will fill out paperwork for the 
nurse to have on file. Teachers are unable 
to dispense medicine or allow the children 
to do it on their own. This includes cough 
drops and inhalers.



Newsletter We will send home a 
monthly newsletter to help you stay 
updated on what we are doing in 
Kindergarten.
It is very important for you to read 
the newsletter every month to keep 
you informed on what your children are 
learning!

Naps We will not have time set aside 
for naps. 



Office Our office staff includes:

Tammy Woods
Administrative Assistant/Secretary
Tammy.Woods@allenisd.org

Kim Wilson
Attendance Clerk and Registrar
Kim.Wilson@allenisd.org

Rachael Adams
Receptionist and Security Clerk
Rachael.Adams@allenisd.org

Office Phone Number: 972-727-0570

mailto:Tammy.Woods@allenisd.org
mailto:Kim.Wilson@allenisd.org
mailto:Rachael.Adams@allenisd.org


Parties The district policy allows for 
3 class parties a year: 
Events for Story will be the Winter 
Party in December, Field Day Fun, and 
the End of the Year Celebration. If 
you are interested in volunteering for 
these events please look for 
information from PTA . We ask that 
you do not send treats or favors for 
any other holiday, celebration, etc, 
during the school year. 

Principals
Amanda Tabor –Principal

Kathy Parker- Assistant Principal



Quick goodbyes Quick good byes (at 
home, in the car, or in the cafeteria) 
will leave drier eyes.

Questions? There is no such thing as 
a silly question- just ask! It’s the only 
way we can keep the lines of 
communication open. We will check our 
email daily and will reply back as soon 
as possible. 

For safety reason we are not able 
to answer questions after school in the 
parent walk up or car rider line. 
However, you may wait until all the 
children are gone, and we will be happy 
to assist you. 



Responsibility It is very important 
that the children learn to be 
responsible. They will be learning how 
to unpack and pack their belongings at 
school and it is important that they be 
allowed to do this on their own. This 
will help us in teaching your child 
responsibility and will help their self-
confidence bloom! 

Skills your child will practice to 
develop their independence will 
include: opening lunch items, packing 
and unpacking their belongings, 
zippers, buttons, shoe tying, bathroom 
procedures, turning in work, 
responsibility for own actions/ 
choices. 



Specials Each class will attend specials classes every day. 
“Specials” includes Music, Art, and PE. You will receive 
information about your child’s class schedule for specials. 
Please make sure your child wears tennis shoes on their PE 
day.
In Art, Music, and PE, the expectations are that students 
follow school rules. If a student breaks a rule, they will 
receive a verbal warning. If it happens again (or for a serious 
offense), they will receive a written conduct mark. A note will 
go home with the student and will need to be signed by the 
parent and returned to school. The number of conduct marks 
will determine a student’s conduct grade in specials, using the 
following: 
O = 0-1 marks
S = 2-3 marks
N = 4-5 marks
U = 6+ marks

Snack Time Kindergarten students eat snacks each 
afternoon. Due to nutrition regulations from the Texas 
Department of Agriculture we are asking that you provide a 
snack for your own child each day. Please label your child’s 
snack each day. Please help your child in picking healthy 
snacks. We ask that you do not send messy snacks (yogurt, 
pudding, etc.) Water bottles are fine, but students may not
have juice in the classroom. We also have several students 
with peanut allergies. Please do not send snacks with peanut 
products. Students will not be allowed to have them in the 
classroom for the safety of others.



Tardies Student arrival time is 7:25 – 7:45 
a.m. The tardy bell rings at 7:45. Students 
should be in their classrooms at that time. It is 
very distracting to the learning environment for 
a child to walk in after school has already 
begun. Students who are tardy will need to go 
to the office to receive a tardy slip. Parents will 
be notified via Skyward when your student is 
marked Tardy. 

Toys Items such as toys, stuffed animals, 
spinners, candy, jewelry, trinkets, trading cards, 
and extra money should be left at home in 
order to prevent lost items and sad faces.
We know that they are exciting and fun, but 
these items are often distracting to other 
students and have a tendency to get lost or 
misplaced at school. If such items are brought 
to school, they will be taken away.



Undies, etc… Please keep a 
change of undies, pants, and socks 
in your child’s backpack. Even if 
your child hasn’t had an accident in 
years, it has been known to occur 
at the most unexpected times! 
Often kindergartners will want to 
change clothes after a spill or a 
trip down a wet slide. Yikes! 



Volunteers and visitors A volunteer 
request letter from PTA will be sent home 
at some point in the beginning of the year. 
If interested please send the form back as 
soon as possible. In order to volunteer (even 
for a field trip chaperone) please make sure 
and fill out a criminal background check 
form on line. (www. Allenisd.org) This form 
has to be updated each year. 

When you visit Story Elementary please 
enter and exit out of the front of the school 
building. A student is not allowed to open any 
exterior doors for a visitor. For the safety 
of our students, you will always need to have 
your driver’s license with you. You will be 
asked to scan it at the Receptionist’s desk. 



Website Please be sure and check our 
kindergarten website periodically. It will be 
updated throughout the year. The website 
address is:
http://www.allenisd.org//Domain/1056

Word Wall Our word wall is a very 
important tool in our classroom. Our word 
wall is a place where we post all the new 
important words we are learning. Word wall 
words are words that are found often in 
beginning readers’ text. Your child’s reading 
success is based largely on how well your 
child knows these words. We will include our 
new word wall words each week in the 
monthly newsletter. You can also find these 
words on our Kindergarten website.  Please 
help your child practice reading them. 

http://www.allenisd.org/Domain/1056


EXIT Parents and family members 
may eXit and enter via the front
school entry only. Please make sure 
to check in at the office to get a 
badge. We are required to send you 
back to the office if you do not 
have one. Remember, it is the way 
we protect your child!  



Your ideas…and suggestions are 
welcome!

You can help make your child feel 
successful this year by reading each night 
with him/her. This encourages your child 
to become a good reader by showing that 
you believe reading is important and 
enjoyable. 

Please remember to discuss the school 
day. Ask questions like, "What did you do 
in math centers today?" or “What did you 
learn today?" Ask about new friends, PE, 
or Library. Check your teachers Twitter 
for daily events and activities done each 
day. 



Zzzzzzz Being in Kindergarten is 
hard work! Please make sure that 
your child gets plenty of rest. Setting 
and keeping a bedtime is a wonderful 
gift you can give your child.

If you have any questions, please let 
us know! Thank you!!

We are looking forward to a 
wonderful school year!

The Story Kindergarten Team   


